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“A destruction 

that only man can 

provoke, only man 

can prevent.” 

 —Elie Wiesel 
Photo courtesy of   

The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity 
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The 2013 Days of Remembrance 

theme, Never Again: Heeding the 

Warning Signs, looks back at the 

events of 1938 and the momentous 

changes that were happening in 
Central Europe.  
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Few understood the historic 

significance of the times, and fewer 

still saw these subtly orchestrated 

events as precursors to what would 

become one of humanity‟s darkest 

hours. 
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German troops entered Austria, which 

was incorporated into the German 

Reich. This was known as the 

Anschluss. German authorities 

implemented anti-Jewish legislation 

that encouraged an atmosphere of 

hostility toward the Jewish population.   

March 11–13, 1938 
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Cheering crowds greet Hitler as he 

enters Vienna, Austria. 



A wave of street violence against 

Jewish people and property was 

waged in Vienna and other cities 

throughout the so-called Greater 

German Reich during the spring, 

summer, and autumn. 

March 11–13, 1938 
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Two Jewish men carrying paint and 

brushes, who were forced by Austrian 

Nazis to paint "Jude" on the fronts of 

Jewish-owned businesses.  
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Viennese Jewish community offices being raided  

by SS officers.  



A decree is issued from the Berlin City 

Commissioner for Health, prohibiting 

Jewish doctors from practicing medicine.  
 
 

April 7, 1938 

Jews are removed from all government 

service positions. Additionally, the 

Admission to the Legal Profession forbids 

Jews from practicing law.  
 

 

March 31, 1938 
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Jewish lawyers line up to apply for permission to appear 

before the Berlin courts. A series of recently enacted laws 

purged Jews from various spheres of state and society.  

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/media_ph.php?ModuleId=10005681&MediaId=476


Gestapo (German Secret State Police) 

and Kripo (Criminal Police) officials 

rounded up 1,500 people suspected of 

being “unwilling to work,” and 

incarcerated them in concentration 

camps. 

April 21–30, 1938 
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The Law Against 

Overcrowding in 

Schools and 

Universities limited 

the number of Jewish 

students allowed in 

public schools. 

April 25, 1938 

13 

Jewish children holding 

school diplomas. 



The German government 

required all Jews to register 

any assets over 5,000 

Reichsmarks, which then 

became available to Hermann 

Göring, Commissioner for the 

Four Year Plan, to confiscate 

for the German economy. 

April 26, 1938 
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Property confiscated 

from Jews is stacked 

in a synagogue. 



Schutzstaffel (German for “Protective 

Echelon”) or SS authorities, opened the 

Flossenbürg concentration camp in 

northern Bavaria, Germany. 

May 3, 1938 
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View of the prisoner barracks in the 

Flossenbürg concentration camp.  

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/media_ph.php?ModuleId=10005537&MediaId=1693


Following Germany‟s example, 

Hungary adopted comprehensive anti-

Jewish laws and measures, excluding 

Jews from many professions. 

May 29, 1938 
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German Criminal Police officials 

arrested 9,000 “asocials” and 

convicted criminals in the so-called 

Operation Work Shy, and sent them 

to concentration camps. Among those 

arrested were approximately 1,000 

Jews. This was the first mass arrest 

of Jews in Nazi Germany. 

June 13–18, 1938 

17 



Intensified persecution in 

Germany encouraged Jews to 

flee, but this required host 

nations‟ permission to 

immigrate.  

July 6–15, 1938 
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The Hotel Royal, 

site of the Evian 

Conference 



President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in 

response to increased refugee 

demand, convened a conference in 

Evian, France. 

July 6–15, 1938 
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Representatives from 32 nations 

discussed their immigration policies. 

Numerous delegates expressed 

sympathy for the refugees, but most 

countries—including the U.S.—refused 

to alter their immigration policies. Only 

the Dominican Republic agreed to 

accept a large number of additional 

refugees. 

July 6–15,1938 
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21 

U.S. delegate Myron Taylor delivers a 

speech at the Evian Conference on 

Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany.  



Denaturalization Law 

revoked the citizenship of 

naturalized Jews and 

“undesirables.” 

July 14,1938 
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SS authorities opened 

the Mauthausen 

concentration camp in 

Austria, expanding the 

concentration camp 

system started in 

Germany.  

August 8,1938 
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The Mauthausen  

concentration camp  



The German government 

issued a decree requiring 

German and Austrian 

Jews without recognizably 

“Jewish” names to adopt 

the middle name “Sarah” 

or “Israel.” 

August 17,1938 
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Wedding photo 

of Jewish couple 

(circa1938) 
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SS officials established the Central 

Office for Jewish Emigration in Vienna 

to streamline Jewish emigration from 

Austria. Prospective emigrants were 

required to pay an exit fee and give up 

all of their property when they left the 

country.  

August 20,1938 
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Germany sought to annex the 

Sudetenland, a region of Czechoslovakia 

settled largely by ethnic Germans. 

British Prime Minister Neville 

Chamberlain, French Premier Edourard 

Daladier, Italian Prime Minister Benito 

Mussolini, and Adolf Hitler signed the 

Munich Agreement, which ceded 

Sudetenland to Germany.  

September 29–30,1938 
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Hitler during a tour of the Sudetenland 

following the Munich agreement. 



Czechoslovakia was not permitted to 

attend the conference that led to the 

Munich Agreement.  

 

Six months later, in March 1939, 

Germany violated the Munich 

agreement by occupying the Czech 

lands of Bohemia and Moravia.  

September 29–30,1938  
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Germany expelled approximately 

18,000 Jews of Polish origin residing 

in the territory of the Reich. 

October 26–28,1938 
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Studio portrait of a family of German Jews  

of Polish origin. 



The Nazi Party and paramilitary 

groups organized state-sponsored 

pogroms known as Kristallnacht, now 

commonly translated as “Night of 

Broken Glass,” in Germany, Austria, 

and Sudetenland. Pogrom is a 

Russian word meaning „to wreak 

havoc, to demolish violently‟.  

November 9–10,1938 
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During these pogroms, synagogues 

were burned, and Jewish homes and 

businesses were looted and destroyed.  

November 9–10,1938 
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Shattered storefront of a  

Jewish-owned shop. 

A private Jewish  

home vandalized. 



Approximately 30,000 

Jewish men were 

arrested, and at least 

91 Jews were killed.  

November 9–10,1938 
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Newly arriving prisoners arrested 

during Kristallnacht at the 

Buchenwald concentration camp. 



German children watch as religious 

artifacts from a synagogue are set on 

fire during Kristallnacht. 
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Nazi officials proclaimed the Jews 

responsible for the riots, and imposed a 

collective fine of one billion Reichmarks 

(about $400 million at 1938 rates) on 

the German-Jewish community.  

November 9–10,1938 
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Kristallnacht was a turning point in 

history. The pogroms marked a shift 

from anti-Semitic rhetoric and 

discrimination to violent, aggressive 

measures that would culminate in the 

Holocaust—the systematic, state-

sponsored murder of Jews.  
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The violence shocked the world, which 

had been hopeful for peace in the 

aftermath of the Munich agreement 

less than six weeks earlier.  

 

Five days after Kristallnacht,  

President Franklin D. Roosevelt said, 

“I myself could scarcely believe that 

such things could occur in a twentieth-

century civilization.” 
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The German government 

issued a decree mandating 

the “Aryanization” of all 

Jewish businesses. 

German authorities forced 

Jews to sell their property, 

businesses, and stocks to 

non-Jews, at far below 

market value. 

December 3,1938  
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A formerly Jewish-owned 

store expropriated and 

transferred to non-Jewish 

ownership. 



Looking back at the events of 1938, 

the signs of impending war and the 

Holocaust—territorial expansion, 

disregard for international law, and 

persecution of targeted groups of 

people—are undoubtedly clearer 

today than they were then.  
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 Still, opportunities for international 

intervention existed that could have 

saved many lives.  

 

 Why did so many countries and their 

leaders fail to respond to the warning 

signs? What can we learn from the few 

who chose to act despite widespread 

indifference? 
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We are challenged to think about  

what might motivate us to respond  

to warning signs of genocide today.  

 

As we reflect on these questions, we  

remember all whose lives were lost  

or forever altered by the Holocaust.  
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History teaches us that genocide can  

be prevented if enough people care  

to act.  

 

Our choices in response to hatred  

truly do matter. 

 

Together we can help fulfill the 

promise that such atrocities will  

“NEVER AGAIN” occur. 
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http://www.ushmm.org/ 
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The findings in this report are not to be construed 

as an official DEOMI, U.S. military services, or 

the Department of Defense position, unless 

designated by other authorized documents. 
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